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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	The American group of volunteers, composed of a physicist and expert in mathematical modeling techniques, a strategic analyst and a historian, conducted its audit by methodically checking actual births and deaths reported by the Palestinian Authority Health Ministry. They tested these reported birth records by examining school enrollment figures as reported by the PA Ministry of Education. They checked immigration and emigration figures by going to the actual records compiled by the Israeli Border Police, which governs entry and exit from the area, and found that there was a very sizable emigration during these eight years, contrary to PA projections and the implicit assumptions of [Arnon Sofer] and [Sergio Della Pergola]. Finally, the researchers checked PA voter registration figures to see if they corroborate the 3.7 million statistical projection. They do not. In fact, all these examinations of real-time data uniformly and consistently led them to their 2.4 million estimate.
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	Full Text (833   words)

	(Copyright (c) 2005. The Jerusalem Report) 

Something remarkable happened in mid-January: an audit of estimates of Palestinian population levels found that there are 2.4 million Arabs, perhaps fewer, in the West Bank and Gaza, and not the universally accepted 3.7 million. The findings, announced by a team of American researchers, explode the unquestioned "truths" underpinning some of Ariel Sharon's policies.

What's more, the widely touted population estimates propounded by Israel's leading demographer and a prominent geographer are apparently based not on current verifiable facts, but on unexplained calculations. Defending his widely accepted figure last month in a presentation before diplomats and reporters, Hebrew University demographer Prof. Sergio Della Pergola said it was based on the last population survey conducted by the Israeli army's Civil Administration in the areas. He stated that he took that figure, which he could not recall but which appears in his study as 2.1 million, and used a birth rate he devised to project the Arab population figures that happen to coincide with the Palestinian Authority's 1997 projections. But the 2.1 million figure was determined in 1996. It would be astounding, to say the least, for a population to grow from 2.1 million to 3.7 in less than eight years.

The primary propagator of the bloated figures is Haifa University geographer Prof. Arnon Sofer, perhaps Israel's major prophet of demographic doom. His most widely disseminated estimate of the Arab population on the West Bank and Gaza is 3.8 million. But in a worrying indication of his care for accuracy, an article he co- authored and published just seven months ago puts the number at 2.8 million!

The American group of volunteers, composed of a physicist and expert in mathematical modeling techniques, a strategic analyst and a historian, conducted its audit by methodically checking actual births and deaths reported by the Palestinian Authority Health Ministry. They tested these reported birth records by examining school enrollment figures as reported by the PA Ministry of Education. They checked immigration and emigration figures by going to the actual records compiled by the Israeli Border Police, which governs entry and exit from the area, and found that there was a very sizable emigration during these eight years, contrary to PA projections and the implicit assumptions of Sofer and Della Pergola. Finally, the researchers checked PA voter registration figures to see if they corroborate the 3.7 million statistical projection. They do not. In fact, all these examinations of real-time data uniformly and consistently led them to their 2.4 million estimate.

Prime Minister Sharon, in his important announcement of May 27, 2004, explained his then new disengagement policy by arguing that there are 3.5 million Palestinian Arabs under our occupation and that we are in imminent danger from current demographic trends of losing a Jewish majority. Yet it should now be clear to all that a palpable terror of demographic inundation misinforms today's political agenda.

Separation may be good or bad, but certainly not because of conclusions drawn from erroneous data. And while long-term demographic trends may still seem unfavorable, there is no need to rush and snap up any readily available solution in panic. At the very least, there is plenty of time to formulate strategies for maintaining a solid Jewish majority for the Jewish state. Mr. Sharon's sudden swerve to disengagement may be a function of other pressures and considerations, but to the extent that it is intended to fix the demographic problem, as he stated, its precipitous adoption is unnecessarily alarmist.

What is perhaps most fascinating and most alarming is the extent to which our entire political calculus and deliberation were based on erroneous data accepted by one and all as true, and which no one thought to examine or analyze. This was the very premise for our national debate and highly divisive strategic plunge, yet nobody bothered even to question it. Until this group of American academics voluntarily took on the assignment.

It is easy to spread fog when talking about statistics, but the very detailed and fully transparent analysis by the new study is set out in full detail for all to see, analyze and criticize (www. pademographics.com). More difficult to understand are the assumptions and factual premises for the works composed and aggressively popularized by the two reigning experts.

Can anyone explain how these professors arrived at figures so clearly refuted by the actual data and cross data? I, for one, cannot. But I do know that we are in the midst of one huge national schism in part because of these erroneous conclusions. How could this happen to us? How could we all go about making a crucial, even existential, national strategic policy determination based on unexamined, faulty data? What other assumptions drive our policies which must be questioned and examined? This is no mere academic tussle about dogma and fact: This is a huge mess with grave consequences and even graver implications for the future.
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